100 Years of International Women’s Day: "Building Women’s Solidarity in a Time of Crises"

On Sunday March 7th 2010 women activists from across Cape Town will come together to reflect on the multiple crises facing women in South Africa under the banner of the World March of Women (WMW).
Venue:  SACTWU Hall, 350 Victoria Road, Industria House, Salt River

Time:  9.00am – 3.30pm

The WMW is an international feminist action movement connecting grass-roots groups and organisations working to eliminate the causes at the root of poverty & violence against women. The following organisations have been involved with organising the event:  South African Domestic Service & Allied Workers Union (SADSAWU); The International Labour Research & Information Group (ILRIG); Women on Farms Project (WFP); Triangle Project; Trust for Community Outreach & Education (TCOE); Sex Worker Education and Advocacy Taskforce (SWEAT); Sakhulwazi; Women in Action (Mitchells Plain); Alternative Information & Development Centre (AIDC); Labour Research Services (LRS).
The day’s programme will commence with round table discussions. Some of the topics up for discussion are: ♀Women and the economic crisis; ♀Women’s Access to Basic Services; ♀Violence Against Women; ♀Women & the Impact of Climate Change.

At 1pm a hot meal will be served. 
The afternoon’s programme is devoted to: 

(1) Building solidarity with domestic workers in their fight for international recognition & respect for domestic workers as workers.  SADSAWU together with domestic workers all over the world formed an international network for domestic workers, called the International Domestic Workers Network (IDWN) to take forward their fight for the adoption of an ILO Convention for domestic workers.  Such a Convention is important for domestic workers as it is seen as a first step towards getting more governments to recognise them and include them in national employment laws and social protection schemes. SADSAWU is playing a leading role in this campaign and currently holds the position of chair on the steering committee.
SADSAWU is being supported in their campaign by LRS in their capacity as the regional coordinator of the Global Network Africa.  The Global Network, a worldwide alliance of trade unions, NGOs and social movements, unites organisations concerned about the effects of globalisation on people’s lives, as part of the decent work campaign the global partners provide research and advocacy support for the adoption of the ILO Convention on Domestic Workers.
(2) Acknowledging the call for International Women’s Day 100 years ago!  In 1910 at the 2nd International Conference of Working Women held in Copenhagen Clara Zetkin of the Socialist Democratic Party in Germany proposed the following. 
 “In agreement with the class-conscious, political and trade union organisations of the proletariat of their respective countries, the Socialist women of all countries will hold each year a Women’s Day, whose foremost purpose it must be to aid the attainment of women’s suffrage.  This demand must be handled in conjunction with the entire women’s question according to Socialist precepts.  The Women’s Day must have an international character and is to be prepared carefully.”

(Clara Zetkin, Kathe Duncker and Comrades, August 27 1910)

(3)  Introducing the 3rd International Action of the WMW, its history and past actions since 2000.
In 2010 in South Africa, women are plagued by high levels of unemployment, poverty, domestic violence, lack of access to housing and other services critical to our survival. We find ourselves in the midst of multiple crises of food, energy and the economy. On the other hand, while millions of rands are being spent on building stadia and hosting the soccer world cup.  It is in this light that we bring together women activists fighting for change, not to celebrate but to press for our demands. As the World March of Women urge us: “Women on the March Until We All Are Free”.

For more information contact: Myrtle Witbooi  07185559568 / 021 4480044/6; Wilhelmina 0765662915

